
BLOOD%PROGESTERONE%TEST
WAUPUN%VETERINARY%SERVICE
95%S%HARRIS%AVE%SUITE%203
WAUPUN%WI%53963

DATE
CLIENT

SAMPLE ANIMAL%# P4%CONC SAMPLE ANIMAL# P4
1 16
2 17
3 18
4 19
5 20
6 21
7 22
8 23
9 24
10 25
11 26
12 27
13 28
14 29
15 30

Abraxis�Screen�Progesterone�ELISA�milk/serum/plasma�(bovine)�

5�
V1.0�20130412��

�
Figure�1:�Progesterone�levels�during�the�oestrus�cycle�of�a�cow.�AI�should�be�performed�when�progesterone�levels�are�
low.�

Applications�
�

Application� Description� P4�Level� Interpretation�
Oestrus�confirmation� Successful�artificial�insemination�

(AI)�can�only�be�performed�during�
oestrus�which�is�characterized�by�
an�absent�corpus�luteum�and�low�
progesterone�levels�
�

<�LOW�

̃�
cow�in�oestrus�

Cycle�detection� In�case�of�an�unknown�cycle�of�the�animal,�collect�a�sample�every�4�days.�
After�20Ͳ24�days�the�cycle�of�the�cow�is�revealed.�
�

Identification�of�silent�
heat�or�false�heat�
�

Animals�not�showing�any�heat�signs�during�their�cycle�also�exhibit�low�
progesterone�levels�during�a�fertile�oestrus�(<�LOW)�and�can�then�be�used�
for�AI.�
Animals�showing�heat�signs�while�bearing�an�active�corpus�luteus�(>�LOW)�
cannot�be�used�for�successful�AI.�Retest�in�4�day�intervals�until�low�
progesterone�levels�(<�LOW)�indicate�the�oestrus.�
�

<�LOW�

̃�

100%�not�pregnant.�
new�oestrus�can�be�used�
for�AI.�

Identification�of�open�
cows�
�

In�order�to�not�lose�a�cycle�for�AI�a�
sample�on�day�20�after�AI�can�be�
analyzed�for�progesterone.��
� >�LOW�

+�

>�80%�pregnant�
�

<�LOW�

̃�

Follicular�Cyst:�
Prolonged�low�
progesterone�levels�can�
be�an�indication�for�
follicular�cysts.�

Confirm�or�exclude�
ovarian�cysts�/�
monitoring�of�cyst�
treatments�

Collect�samples�on�day�0,�day�7�
and�day�14.�In�a�normal�fertility�
cycle�the�progesterone�level�
increases�rapidly�and�then�
plateaus.�If�the�progesterone�level�
within�this�period�does�not�vary,�
the�cow�should�be�examined�for�

>�LOW� 6�days�after�treatment�
the�restart�of�the�cycle�


